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offered for sale did, of course, not come into our delibera-
tions; we could not believe such a solution by the
Government could be proposed. It was possible, of course,
that the Government was already pledged to sell the
ships and that they kept us officers, indispensable to
them for the moment, in the dark as to their intentions
as they knew, quite rightly, that we would not lend a hand
to such an undertaking and would sooner refuse duty.
Further, it was possible that the German Government
was not greatly exercised over the surrender of the ships
and attached no great importance to it. Honour and the
rights and responsibilities of the Nation meant nothing
to them. This being so it was hopeless to think that the
Fleet would ever return. Our naval representative could
not very well do much to alter this. Army and Navy
interests were opposed to each other and at the head of
the Peace Commission was the Minister of the Foreign
Office. The latter had always handed a portion of the
blame for any mistakes he made on to the Fleet. \Ve
could therefore be certain that the President of the
Commission in particular would put in no word for the
maintenance of the German Fleet if its importance were
weighed against that of the Army. On the contrary, the
German Fleet would be sacrificed without a second
thought in the same way that the U-boat war was treated.
As in the question of the considerations up to Para-
graph B it seemed wisest for the moment to wait and
see how things would shape.
(cl The Effect of ike Immediate Acceptance of the
Peace Terms
did not need to be considered, as by all reports of happen-
ings in the homeland published in the English Press,